Weapons of Mass Destruction
by Deacon Keith Kolodziej, Director of Liturgy

One cannot help but notice the
empty seats at many of our weekend
Masses. It doesn’t take a lot of
insight to know why attendance is
down over the past several weeks,
but it does take some insight to
understand the causes of this
“Mass” destruction and what we
can do about it.
In Genesis 1:31, we read about the
creation story of humanity. God saw
all that he had made and it was very
good. Yet today, we have witnessed
across all walks of life – religious
and secular, public service and
private industry – “good people”
performing very bad acts. The
reason is, we are under constant
assault by WMDs: weapons of
“Mass” destruction. The bigger the
target, the greater the assault.

Referring to the Flesh, St. Thomas
and St. John are not saying our
human flesh is evil. Rather, those
same passions and energies
that drive us toward success and
achievement, if not properly shaped
by gospel values, can become
adulterated with the cancer of
egoism and vanity. St. James vividly
points this out: “Where do wars
and where do the conflicts among
you come from? Is it not from your
passions that make war within your
members?

While the Lord has promised that
he will provide all that we need, “we
ask but do not receive because we
ask wrongly,” far too often driven
by disordered passions (desires)
of covetousness and envy, which
become so inflamed, we fight, and
even kill, to possess material items
St. Thomas Aquinas first identified simply because our inordinate,
the three weapons of “Mass” impulsive desires demand we
destruction which humanity faces obtain them.
daily: mundus, caro, et diabolus, or
the world, the flesh and the devil. There is no symbolism meant in
St. John of the Cross cites them as referring to The Devil. Jesus time
enemies of the soul.
and again in the Gospels identifies
Satan as a real assailant and his
The World can be recognized in the methodology is playing God and
Book of Wisdom. When we try to live tempting us to the same. We read in
a life of holiness, we are “reviled” Genesis 3:5 about Satan tempting
and considered “obnoxious” by the Eve to eat the fruit of wisdom: “For
secular world, which condemns us God knows that when you eat from
for rejecting its lifestyle.
it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”

SEPTEMBER 23 READINGS

In today’s gospel reading, we see
Satan’s touch has even reached
the disciples walking in the very
presence of Jesus. They had been
discussing among themselves on
the way who was the greatest.
Stroking pride and ego, Satan has
us believe we are our own masters
and don’t need God.
Jesus teaches us that love and
humility are the greatest counterweapons to WMDs. Placing his arms
around a child, Jesus proclaims: “If
anyone wishes to be first, he shall
be the last of all and the servant
of all.” In Jesus’ time, children had
no status; they were lowly, having
nothing to give nor any procession
worth taking.
We, the disciples of Jesus, need to
be lowly serving the lowly as Jesus
did the children. To Jesus, greatness
is measured only in service, and
loving as He loves is the greatest
form of service. To be first in the
reign of God and to counter this
diabolical “Mass” destruction, we
need to focus not on performing
mighty works, but on receiving
the needy, the forgotten and the
rejected, humbly sharing with
others the love God has freely given
us.

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death.
Responsorial Psalm 54 The Lord upholds my life!
Second Reading James 3:16-4:3 The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace.
Gospel Reading Mark 9:30-37 Whoever wishes to be first will be the servant of all.

PARISH FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 7
1:30-4:30pm
MUSIC—GAMES—PONY RIDES—TRAIN RIDES
GREAT FOOD—COLD BEER

Parish Information Night

Keeping Our Children and Vulnerable Adults Safe
October 3, 7:00pm, Church

Please join us as we discuss our existing and ongoing plans for protecting
our children and vulnerable adults. This presentation will address topics
such as the Archdiocesan Safe Environment and background check
programs, Virtus training, victim assistance, counseling resources and
more. Representatives from the Archdiocese of Atlanta, a counselor and
St. Ann’s staff will speak and answer questions.
Contact Stephanie Holden at sholden@st-ann.org with questions.

VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children

October 13, 10:00am-1:00pm, La Salette Hall
This training is required for those who work with children and/or
vulnerable individuals and is renewable every five years. If you haven’t
attended a VIRTUS training, please register at www.virtus.org
Questions: Linda Field 770-552-6400 x6011 or lfield@st-ann.org

Disaster Relief Response

As the hurricane season unleashes itself upon us, Catholic Charities is
ready to spring into action. When a natural disaster occurs, Catholic
Charities directs funds to organizations that provide water, food, shelter
and medial care to victims. If you would like to make a donation to help
those who have been affected by Hurricane Florence and other storms to
come, visit www.catholiccharitiesusa.org or call 800-919-9338.

La Salette Missionaries’ Annual Appeal
October 6-7

Father Nicodemus Aye, M.S. (formerly of St. Ann’s) will be
speaking at all the Masses. Father Nico will share how the
La Salette missionaries provide spiritual and financial assistance
as they share God’s reconciling love around the world.

WHO (Widowed Helping Others)

October 17, 6:00pm, Nolan Hall
WHO invites you to join us for our meeting and catered meal.
RSVP needed by October 14.
For more information, contact 770-552-6400 x6019.

Spanish Guild

October 4, 7:00pm, La Salette Hall
En esta reunión contaremos con la visita de
Monseñor Barona, el cual nos dará una charla sobre la Virgen
María. ¡Están todas cordialmente invitadas! En caso de tener
preguntas, contactar a Grettel Zamora: 770-900-9189.

Pro-Life Event

October 7, 2:30-3:30pm, Catholic Church of St. Ann
The Life Chain is a peaceful, prayerful opportunity to show support for
unborn babies and their parents. Join with others across the country in
silent prayer. Pro-life signs will be available.
Contact Jim Nelson at 404-295-4443.

Queen of Angels Catholic School Tour
October 2, 9:45-11:00am
RSVP at www.qaschool.org
Questions: contact Danielle Montepare, 770-518-1804 x101

LAUNCH Schedule

Launch Children’s Ministry: st-ann.org/launch/home
September 23-25: No classes (Cobb County fall break)
September 30-October 2: No classes (Returning from break)
October 7-9: Weekly Focus: Wisdom

EDGE Schedule

EDGE Middle School Ministry: st-ann.org/edge/home
September 24-25: No EDGE Nights(Cobb County fall break)
October 1-2: Topic: Royal Descent
October 8-9: Topic: Battle Cry

Life Nights

To participate in all Life Teen activities, be sure to register and complete
the annual medical form online: st-ann.org/life-teen-high-school/home
September 23: No Life Night (Confirmation Retreat)
September 30: Life Night Series: Guardrails Part 1
October 7: Life Night Series: Guardrails Part 2
Bible Study and Just for Fun:
Every Wednesday from 7:00-9:00pm in the Teen Center

Life Teen and FACTS Denim Drive

Life Teen members: The Denim Drive benefiting the brave survivors at
the girls’ residential program at Wellspring Living continues through
October 7. Please donate new or clean, gently used jeans for girls ages 1217 in a variety of sizes in current styles for teens. For more information
about Wellspring Living: www.wellspringliving.org

Women’s Morning of Reflection
The Three Faces of Mary

October 6, 9:00am-12:00pm, La Salette Hall
All women of the parish are invited! Join us for prayer, faith sharing,
and some new insights into Our Lady of La Salette.
Father Ray will be the presenter. Breakfast will be served.
RSVP by October 3 to Connie Perry: connieper44@gmail.com.

Diving Deep Book Club

October 11: 7:00pm, Teen Center
A new book club that will dive deep into books that expand our
understanding and compassion for ourselves and the world. Our
first book The Divine Dance, by Richard Rohr, considers the Trinity
in all its mystery. Email Jan.Mitcham@gmail.com to register or for
more information.

Get the Shot, Not the Flu!

September 29/October 6: 3:00-7:00pm, Nursery A
September 30/October 7: 8:00am-2:00pm, Nursery A

The flu virus changes every year and so does the flu shot. Join the
Walgreens Get and Shot - Give a Shot program. Private insurance,
Medicare, cash accepted. Senior shots and pneumonia shots also available.

Eucharistic Adoration

All parishioners are invited to spend time with the Blessed Sacrament.
Spend a few minutes or as much time as you wish.
To learn more about becoming an adoration guardian,
contact Kathy Bryan at 678-231-0804
or email St.Ann.Eucharistic.Adoration@gmail.com.

Eucharistic Ministers Needed for Sick & Homebound

There is a great need for Eucharistic ministers to bring communion to
those at home and in nearby nursing homes. A new facility at Johnson
Ferry and Little Willeo Roads will be opening soon. St. Ann’s will oversee
Eucharistic ministers for this location.
If interested in helping, call Dick Hegeman: 770-565-7622
Please note: If you, a loved one or a friend wishes to receive communion
at home, please contact the Pastoral Care office to make these
arrangements. Only a minister who is trained to bring the Eucharist to
the sick and homebound may take the Eucharist off the church premises.
Thank you for your understanding about this important sacrament being
taken to those who are unable to attend Mass.

Medicare ABCDs October 11, October 18, November 1
St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive November 3-4
Advent To-Go Bags mid-November
Long-term Healthcare Planning November 14, November 15
Apple Annie Arts & Crafts Show November 30-December 1
Christmas Singalong December 6

PASTORAL CARE
Hospitals no longer inform churches when parishioners are admitted. If you have a family member in a local
hospital who would like a visit from a priest, please call Pastoral Care so that we can be of service:
770-552-6400 x6019

Bereavement Support Group

Wednesday, September 26, 5:00-6:00pm, Parish Office
This ongoing support group is open to all who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
For more information: 770-552-6400 x6018 or ifoo@st-ann.org

IN MEMORIAM

VElla Ruth DeGuerra, mother of Maria Wysocki
VLarry Travis, brother of Paige Sobek

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Caleb Allensworth, Rafael Avena, Dave Babcock, Fr. Joe Bachand, Linda Balen, Debbie Bates, Elizabeth Bernbrock, Marge
Bifano, George Bolduc, Bob Bradfield, Lynn Brandt, Liz Burke, Kenny Campbell, Dave Clapperton, Candy Conkwright,
Russell Downs, Jim Eddlemon, William Farrelly, Hutch Freeman, Harper Faith Fry, Danita Grant, Virginia Hansell, Terri
Hatt, Linda Hawkins, Andy Hegeman, Jean Homer, Bob Hunt, Ko Kelly, Paula Knight, Tony Lapzynski Jr., Dominic LaRocca,
Anthony Magnetti, Derek Marzak, Kevin McAleer, Garrard McGinnis, Mary Reilly McGuire, Leo Miller, Felix Mirabal Sr.,
Rosa Olmeda, Carmella Papavasiliou, Rose Popovich, Gloria Quigley, Fr. Tom Reilly, Mary Russo, Dick Sabaski, Valerie
Semple, David Slezak, Jason Smith, Elmo Tamayo, Michael Tilley, Marie Tirico, Barbara Todaro, Amy Valley,
Michael Warechowski
If you know of a parishioner who is sick or homebound, or to add or remove names to/from the prayer list,
please contact Pastoral Care, 770-552-6400 x6018

A Note from the Parish Nurse... Flu

Shots Q&A

Q: Can the flu be deadly? A: Tens of thousands of people die every year from the influenza
flu virus or its complications. Flu shots can lower these statistics.
Q: Is the flu the same every year? A: The flu virus mutates every year and therefore new
vaccines are needed.
Q: Does the Catholic Church endorse flu shots and other immunizations? A: The Church
states we are responsible to prevent the transmission of communicable diseases especially
to those who are most vulnerable, such as the young, the elderly and those who are ill with
compromised immune systems.
Q: Are flu shots made from human embryos? A: Chicken embryos are used to manufacture flu shots, not
human embryos.
Q: What is “herd immunity” and how does it help? A: When everyone (the “herd”) gets immunized, the spread
of the flu is minimized. Even if you do not usually get the flu, getting the shot will help you prevent spreading
the virus to others whose immunity is not as strong.
Q: Can you get the flu from the flu shot? A: The flu shot is made with an inactive virus and therefore you
CANNOT get the flu from the shot. Side effects may include aches, low-grade fever or runny nose, but these
are not the flu.
Q: How long does it take for the shot to work? A: A minimum of two weeks is needed to build up immunity
against the flu. It is recommended to get your shot before the end of October each year.
Remember: Flu shots save lives! Be sure to immunize!
St. Vincent de Paul Helpline: 770-552-6400 x6105

TWO WEEKS a t
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, September 24

6:30am

VMary Dominic Vettickatt (John, Lizet, Kevin,
Patrick)

9:00am

VFred Zamora (Tiangco Family)
Tuesday, September 25

9:00am

VSandra LaValley (McLoughlin Family)
Wednesday, September 26

6:30am

VMary Lou Scesney (Maureen and Dave Clapperton)

9:00am

VCarl Conway (Glenda Conway)
Thursday, September 27

9:00am

Intentions of Ernest Spencer (Spencer-Pilcher
Families)

Friday, September 28
6:30am

VMarion Molinaro (Frank and Barbara Bolick)

9:00am

VArthur Calabrese, Jr. (Clara Calabrese)
Saturday, September 29

4:00pm

VCatherine Warno (Jackie and Tabellione)

5:30pm

VBette Benson (Bob Benson)
Sunday, September 30

7:00am Parishioners of St. Ann

VMark and Rosemary Schwieterman (Tim and Joyce
8:30am
Kemper)

10:30am

VPam “Smokey” Wilson (Januzzo Family)

10:30CC

VMichael Randall (Conway Family)

12:30pm Knights of Columbus Living and Deceased

6:00pm

VJoyce Webb (Joshua and Luisa Price)

VConrad Linder (Schuler Family)

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:30am*, 10:30am*, 12:30pm, 6:00pm
Children’s Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am Carroll Center
Life Teen Mass: Sundays at 6:00pm
Saturday: 4:00pm, 5:30pm
Weekdays: 6:30am M,W,F | 9:00am M, T, W, Th, F
*Babysitting available
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 3:00-3:45pm or by appointment
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Monday-Thursday: 9:30am-10:00pm, Friday: 9:30am-8:00pm
First Friday Adoration: Friday 9:30am-Saturday 7:50am
BAPTISM: Parish Office, x6010 or email gstorin@st-ann.org
FIRST RECONCILIATION/FIRST EUCHARIST: Launch Children’s
Ministry Office, x6039
CONFIRMATION: EDGE Middle School Ministry Office, x6042
MARRIAGE: For information on our Marriage Preparation Program,
email weddings@st-ann.org or call x6010. All wedding details are on
our website: www.st-ann.org
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA): Call x6026
or email amartin@st-ann.org
NEW PARISHIONERS: You are most welcome to join our community.
To register, visit the Parish Office or register after any weekend Mass at
our Welcome Desk in the church narthex.
MOVING: Parish Office: x6001
PRAYER REQUESTS: Pastoral Care: x6018

Catholic Church of St. Ann
4905 Roswell Road, Marietta, Georgia 30062
770-552-6400 www.st-ann.org
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday 9:00am-2:00pm
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SENIOR PRIEST
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Parish Administrator		
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Director of Liturgy		
Deacon Keith Kolodziej
x6024
Director of Music		
Ed Bolduc 		
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x6015
Parish Nurse/Pastoral Care Linda Walsh, RN 		
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