Prayer for the Success of our Campaign

Proposed Location of Family Life Center

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the
many blessings you have bestowed on our
parish. By your grace, St. Ann’s is truly,
“Changing Lives.”
We thank you for the gifts, talents, and
treasures you have given us to share, and
we pray that You will help us use these gifts
to honor and serve You by serving one
another.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us to guide us as
we try to do Your will by expanding Your
presence in our parish and our community.
As we discern Your will, keep us ever
mindful of our true home in heaven and let
our efforts here below glorify You and bring
others closer to You.
May Your wisdom and grace go before us as
we embark on this next step in our mission.
We ask all this in the name of Jesus, Your
Son. Amen.
Our Lady of La Salette, pray for us.

An enclosed Bridge from the existing
portico by Nolan Hall and the Kitchen would
connect the rest of the church facilities to
the new building.
The new Family Life Center would house
our Administrative offices on one floor and
a new Parish Center capable of seating
approximately 450 people with tables and
chairs. This large room could be subdivided
into smaller meeting rooms.
This facility would also feature other
meeting rooms, a new kitchen, stage, state
of the art A/V capabilities, etc.
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For the past few years both our staff and
ministry leaders have been challenged with several
obstacles, foremost of which is an overall lack of
space. The increase in the number of ministries,
ministry members, Launch, Edge and Life Teen
students plus various large fundraising events have
far exceeded the space we currently have. The
result has caused frustration for most of our
ministries since they have not been able to schedule
their meetings, their various ministry offerings and
growth has been slow as a result. Because of spaces
being used multiple times a day, we have been
utilizing our maintenance staff to spend most of
their time setting up and tearing down tables and
chairs for multiple events.
11 years ago, when the church Nave and
Narthex were renovated, a new stand-alone building
was proposed but, unfortunately out of our fiscal
capabilities. The idea was postponed. Now, with 11
years of growth, the need has become even more
critical especially considering anything we build will
be at least 2 years in the making.
Last year we assembled a Project Study
Team to interview both staff, ministry leaders and
other parishioners to assess what they felt needed
to be done to continue to make the Catholic Church
of St. Ann able to continue fulfilling its mission of
“Changing Lives.”

The result was a 10-year Master Plan
submitted to and approved by the Archdiocese of
Atlanta. The Plan included a review of our parish
population, our ministries, storage requirements and
other issues that needed attention currently and
over the next decade. Five scenarios were developed
to address the issues identified along with the pros
and cons of each scenario. In the end, one plan best
addressed all our current and future needs. Others
were eliminated because many near-term needs
were not met, because of cost concerns or an actual
loss of space. The Project Study team then
submitted this recommendation to the Archdiocese
and it, too, was approved.
Here is the proposed plan:
Construct a new 2-story building located
between the Pavilion on Reilly Field and Nolan Hall.
This building would house a new multi-purpose
Family Center capable of seating approximately 450
people with tables and chairs, a stage, a full-service
kitchen, state of the art A/V equipment, and smaller
meeting rooms along with the ability to subdivide
the large room into additional smaller meeting
spaces. Events like the Family Mass, Christmas and
Easter overflow Masses, Ministry Fairs, the Evening
Gala would now be held in that new space. Nolan
Hall would be converted to a new Teen Center to
accommodate the explosion of the Life Teen and
Edge programs freeing up space for additional
Launch classrooms.
One additional issue identified was the
constant movement of our parishioners, staff and
visitors from one side of Bishop Lake to the other to
properly supervise work, attend meetings, shuttle
mail, packages, etc.

The second floor of this new facility would
house our Administrative Offices with smaller rooms
for funeral and wedding planning, counseling,
spiritual direction and the like. The current
administrative building would also be converted to
additional meetings rooms. This plan would free-up
parking for daytime or evening meetings in La
Salette Hall as well.
With this background information, we
wanted to inform you that we are beginning a
feasibility study that will involve some personal
interviews and a survey of the entire parish. The
feasibility study will be conducted by
Cathedral/Cunneen Corporation who specialize in
surveying and fundraising for Catholic churches. If
the feasibility study is positive, and we trust it will
be, we will go back to the Archdiocese for
permission to begin developing detailed plans and
permission to raise funds to construct that additional
facility.
Through the feasibility survey, it is my hope
to truly listen to your hopes and dreams as well as
your concerns and frustrations, in order to better
chart the course for a deeper spiritual renewal at St.
Ann’s. This is always our ultimate goal. With your
support, and only with your support, we can move
forward together, and continue to “Change Lives!”
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Raymond Cadran, M.S.
Pastor

