If you wish...

“If only you would come to Jesus, his abundant love will transform you completely!” Truer words were
never spoken! Jesus’ love is so extravagant, that if we have the faith to dare to ask, he can do the miraculous.
Unfortunately, most of us don’t ask.
In the Gospel, when the leper dared to ask Jesus “If You Wish,” he was doing something forbidden. Modern antibiotics
have all but eradicated leprosy. But throughout the history of humankind it was a dreaded and feared scourge. While
most fierce illnesses back then tended to kill rather immediately, leprosy was often a life-long infirmity. It disfigured the
appearance of the skin, giving it a ghoulish white color. Skin nerves are so distressed that one loses the ability to feel
pain and due to repeated unnoticed injuries, often lose fingers or hands. The social perception of leprosy during Biblical
times was one of fear, and those people infected with the disease were considered, unclean, untrustworthy, and morally
corrupt. Lepers were isolated from the community, outcasts from society, forced to live lonely, harsh lives, required to
wear identifying clothing, and as we heard in the first reading, announce their presence to those approaching crying out
“unclean, unclean!” They were barred from entering the temple to worship due to the belief such afflictions identified one
as a sinner being punished by God. Trauma to the spirit and psyche from the social rejection and banishment were far
worse consequences of leprosy than the actual physical symptoms.
But this leper dared to confront Jesus and beg his help. He came to Jesus, and kneeling in front of him likely blocked his
way. He most likely was frightened, since he risked being put to death for not respecting the law that relegated him to the
margins of society. Yet, he knelt down in front of Jesus as one who not only had the power to physically heal, but who
could also do what the law would not do: restore him to the human community. Speaking with the boldness of someone
with no other options, the man challenged Jesus: “If You Wish, you can make me clean,” never doubting whether Jesus
could heal, only questioning whether Jesus wanted to do so. According to Mark, the man’s request stirred Jesus to his
depths: OF COURSE “I do will it, be made clean.”
Wednesday, we begin Lent, a time of journey and reflection. It is a time we are called to allow Jesus to transform our
lives and make us “clean” by healing that which is broken, especially our faith relationship; break the bonds of whatever
addictions bind us, and unite us even stronger as a faith community. The only obstacle to this transformation is personal
sin and not believing that Jesus “wills it.” God created us and infused within us a pristine and pure soul. Wrongful exercise
of our free will disfigures and distorts the beauty of our soul the way leprosy does the physical body. Sin also separates us
from God’s community of eternal love resulting in us experiencing the leper’s feeling of loneliness and isolation. While
we tend to be adept at hiding our sins and weaknesses, if we have the audacity of the leper in today’s Gospel, to ask Jesus
with the same vulnerability and openness as he did, “If You Wish”, we will find Jesus response to be the same: “I do will
it!” Repentance will restore the beauty of our spirits as well as our sense of human community. Our friend, the one-time
leper, would remind us that Christ can only touch and heal what we bring before him; if we don’t bring our genuine self,
we will never truly encounter Christ. Lent is God’s way for us to encounter him.`

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Launch: Why do you think Jesus healed people?
Teens: What area in your life is in need of God’s healing?
Adults: Do you know anyone who might be lonely or feel excluded from community because of illness or
disability? Can you welcome them or ‘touch’ them with love as Jesus touched the leper?

READINGS FEBRUARY 11, 2018

First Reading Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 The leper will dwell apart, making an abode outside the camp.
Responsorial Psalm 32 “I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.”
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ
Gospel Reading Mark 1:40-45 The leprosy left him, and he was made clean.

Ash Wednesday Services
February 14
6:30 am Mass & distribution of ashes
9:00 am Mass & distribution of ashes
12:00 noon Liturgy of the Word & distribution of ashes
5:00 pm Children’s Mass & distribution of ashes
7:00 pm Mass & distribution of ashes

No classes February 18-20 for Cobb Fall Break.

New Special Needs program in correlation with the LAUNCH Children’s
Ministry. If you feel called to help a child in need by being a one-on-one
aide or LAUNCH Leader, please contact the LAUNCH Dept. at lhodges@
st-ann.org or call 770-552-6400 x 6039.

Life Nights
February 11: XLT Life Night (Parents Invited)
February 18: No Life Night (Cobb County Break)
February 25: Life Night Series: “Bright Sadness” Pt. 1
To participate in all Life Teen activities, please be sure to register and
complete the annual medical form online at:
st-ann.org/life-teen-high-school/home

Landscapes of Lent with Fr. Ray

February 28, 7:00pm Church
In Jesus’ life journey, he entered the desert, went up the mountain and
spent time in the garden. Each place gave him clearer insight into who he
was and his mission in life.
This Lent, the same can happen to us as we visit these same symbolic
places in our lives. So come and explore your desert experiences, your
mountain top moments, and your graced garden times. Journey with the
Lord Jesus and come to know your identity and mission as his follower.
RSVP to sholden@st-ann.org

Because of the severity of this year’s flu outbreak, you may wish to refrain
from receiving from the cup. Be aware that you will indeed receive BOTH
the Body AND Blood of the Lord even if you receive just the host.
You may also wish to refrain from holding hands during the Lord’s prayer or
shaking hands at the sign of peace. Please do however wave, bow or use
some other gesture to extend the peace of the Lord to those around you.

Healing Mass

February 15, 7pm
A mass for physical, emotional, and spiritual healing. Sacramental
Anointing of the Sick will also be administered. All who are in need of
healing or are praying for others are urged to attend.

WHO Ministry

February 21, 6pm Nolan Hall
WHO Ministry invites you to join us for our meeting and catered meal. RSVP
to who.rsvp@gmail.com by February 18. Put name in subject line. For more
info contact Camille Auci at 770.656.0713

8th Grade Parent MeetingConfirmation Orientation

March 7th, 7:00pm Church
Catholic School & Public School 8th Grade Parents- Please join us for our
Confirmation orientation meeting. We’ll walk you through what the next
two years will look like as your teen prepares for Confirmation.

Lenten Morning of Reflection

March 3, 9am-12:30pm
Our Lady of LaSalette Parish
2941 Sam Nelson Rd Canton, GA
Join us for a presentation starting at 9:30 AM “Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord: Encountering Christ in the
Lenten Scrutinies” by Pamela Elsy who has been involved in Religious education for over 25 years in parishes
and on the diocesan level. Bring a bible.
Contact Joan Rush at: bushia60@comcast.net

SisterTalk: WHERE IS YOUR LOVE?
Sunday February 18, 1:30 - 3:30pm Donnellan Cafe
All women are invited to a conversation on the power of love in our lives
and how we can make the world a more loving place in small
and big ways. RSVP to sholden@st-ann.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Monday – Thursday: 9:30am to 10:00 pm
Friday: 9:30am to 8pm
First Fridays: 9:30am to 8:00am Saturday
Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Experience the Blessings of Adoration. Lent is the perfect time to try
Eucharistic Adoration. Whether you have 10 minutes or a full hour,
Adoration can be of time of peace, quiet, and conversation with Jesus.
Questions? Contact st.ann.eucharistic.adoration@gmail.com
or call Kathy Bryan at 678-231-0804.

Mardi Gras Low Country Boil!

February 17, 6:30 pm
La Salette Hall
All singles are invited to join St. Ann’s singles group OWN (One is a
Whole Number) for great food, friends and fun! (There will be a small
charge to offset the price of the shrimp.)
Feel free to bring a favorite beverage, side dish, appetizer or dessert.
Please RSVP to Jill Dwyer 678 637 1530

Family Picnic

February 25, 11:30pm Reilly Feild
SAFE and Mothers’ Guild are hosting a family picnic after the
10:30 Mass on Sunday, February 25. Bring your lunch and
some toys and hang out with us on Reilly Field. If it is cold or
raining, it will be canceled – check the SAFE Facebook page for
updates.
Email Beth Kosbab at ekosbab@gmail.com with any questions.

St. Ann’s Preschool Registration

Opens February 9, 10:00am
The Catholic Church of St. Ann Preschool registration for the 2018-2019
school year is coming. Registration begins for parishioners on February 9.
Check out the website at st-ann.org or contact the Preschool office at
770-552-6400 x6030 for more information about the preschool.

Queen of Angels Catholic School
Accepting Applications

Admissions is currently accepting applications for our 2018-2019
Kindergarten class. Admissions information and online applications can
be found at www.qaschool.org. Please contact Jeannine Ferrara, Director
of Admissions, at jferrara@qaschool.org if you have any questions or
need further information.

Respect Life: The Rest of the Story (AFF event) February 22
Catholic Morality Catechist Certification Class March 6 or 14
Women’s Evening of Reflection March 7
Seder Meal March 15
Habitat Sunday Brunch March 18
Liturgy & Sacraments Catechist Certification Class April 11 or 14

Hospitals no longer inform churches when parishioners are admitted. If you have a family member in a local hospital who would like
a visit from a priest, please call Pastoral Care so that we can be of service.

Bereavement Support Group Wednesday, February 14, 5:00pm Parish Office

Open to all who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Call 770-552-6400 ext. 6018, ifoo@st-ann.org

BINGO at ManorCare Rehab Center – Saturday, February 17th at 11:00am. Volunteers always welcome.
more information call Bill or Liz Hayne at 770-827-8154.

For

Needed: Clean, gently used Beanie Babies to give as door prizes for the BINGO program at Manor Care.
For more information please call 770-552-6400, ext.6020.

IN MEMORIAM

VVirginia Agudo, mother of Louis Agudo
VPierce Hammond, husband of Carolyn Hammond
VGreg Mantrup, brother of Pam Rouse

VJohn Schoenecker, father of Peg Crotty and Jack Schoenecker
VGrace Walsh, aunt of Tom Walsh, sister-in-law of Carmela Walsh

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Mary & Gerry Aquino, Dave Babcock, Bill Baker, Elizabeth Bernbrock, Bob Bradfield, Nick Bufano, Liz Burke, Fran Carter,
Dave Cate, Dave Clapperton, Annette Clifford, Candy Conkwright, Christina Diaz, Al Dunbar, Ed Eckert, Jim Eddlemon,
Tom Ellis, Kathy Evers, Matt Fischer, Baby Hutch Freeman, Harper Faith Fry, Geneva & Harry Garner, Danita Grant,
Virginia Hansell, Terri Hatt, Linda Hawkins, Jean Homer, Bob Hunt, Ko & Kevin Kelly, Ramona Kenny, Paula Knight,
Kathy Kostamo, Dominic LaRocca, Darlene Makin, Richard McCloud, Mary Reilly McGuire, Karen Morning, Sharon Morris,
Don Nelson, Carmella Papavasiliou, Jack Pedersen, Tom Pilcher, Gloria Quigley, Wynell Rippe, Bernie Rubin,
Mary & Nick Russo, Dick Sabaski, Bob Sarbell, Valerie Semple, David Slezak, Jason Smith, Michael Strahle, Joan Thompson,
Amy Valley, Mary Wade, Michael Warechowski, Lorraine Weyhrich, Charlie Whitehead
If you know of a parishioner who is sick or homebound, or to add or REMOVE names to/from the prayer list,
please contact Pastoral Care, 770-552-6400 Ext. 6018

A Note from the Parish Nurse... It’s National Marriage Week!

The USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) has designated February 7-14
as National Marriage Week, focusing on strengthening individual marriages, reducing the
divorce rate, and building a culture that fosters strong marriages. Statistics have proven
that marriage matters to society. On average, married people are happier, healthier, and
more financially stable. Children do better overall when they live with two married parents.
However, marriage takes effort as two people learn to live, love, and grow as one. A good
marriage is in constant need of nurturing and growth. It’s important to practice ways to keep a marriage healthy
and happy such as weekly or monthly date nights. Choose a special day (such as the monthly full moon) or a
date (perhaps the same date as your wedding anniversary) and do something special with each other. Not only is
this good for your relationship but it’s a great example to your children. For more tips and advice on improving
or keeping your marriage healthy, go to: www.foryourmarriage.org.
There’s no better way to show LOVE in February than to donate blood! Blood products save lives of the young,
the old, the sick, and the injured. Please GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE at this Sunday’s blood drive in La Salette Hall
from 8am – 2pm.
“OWN IT!” – a Speaking About Women’s Health presentation will take place on Tuesday, 2/20 at KSU Center for
Continuing Education. Healthy Happy Hour at 5:30 with presentation at 6:30. Join other women from the parish
as we learn how to take control and make our own health a priority. Free cholesterol and blood sugar screenings
will be available. Cost of $10 includes healthy dinner, presentation, and gift. RSVP to 770-956-7827.

TWO WEEKS at a glance

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, February 12
6:30AM

VPhil Chaplin (Friends)

9:00AM

VLorraine Bonnell (The Bonnell Family)
Tuesday, February 13

9:00AM

VJames Slifer (John & Jan Colpo)
Wednesday, February 14 Ash Wednesday

6:30AM

VTom McDermitt (Adele Myers)

9:00AM

VWarren Brechtel & Sharon Kellen (Sandy & Karen)

5:00PM

VWilliam Brown (Pat & Jim Eddlemon)

7:00PM Parishioners of St. Ann

Thursday, February 15
9:00AM VTrudy Whalen (The McAuley Family)

Friday, February 16
6:30AM VJames Kohl (Edie Joseph)
9:00AM VAnn Falchero (Her Friends)

Saturday, February 17
4:00PM VJoseph Siwek (The Daughtery Family)
5:30PM VErin Semple Morrarty (The Semple Family)

Sunday, February 18 First Sunday of Lent
7:00AM Parishioners of St. Ann’s
8:30AM VGertrude Miller (Jim & Connie Perry)
10:30AM VTom Collins (His Loving Family)
12:30PM VJames Rubino (Rick & Diane Segers)

6:00PM VJoseph Evans (The Arra Family)

VBill Brown (Cammie Chander)
VBill Brown (Robert Swab)
VRobert Healey (Jim & Connie Perry)
VMary Jean Perry (John & Kathy Bryan)
VRobert Kent Healey (John & Kathy Bryan)
VJoan Lanigan (Bob & Lucille Schaudel)
VJean Rossi (Pat Schuler)
VDr. Charles Nicol (St. Ann’s Bridge Group)
VMary Jean Perry (Joan & Dave Pailthorpe)

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am*, 10:30am*, 12:30pm, 6:00pm
Children’s Liturgy: Sundays 10:30am Carroll Center
Life Teen Mass: Sundays at 6:00pm
Saturday - 4pm, 5:30pm
Weekdays: 6:30am M,W,F | 9am M, T, W, Th, F
*Babysitting available
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
M-Th 9:30am-10pm, Fri 9:30am-8pm
First Friday Adoration 9:30am Friday ending with Benediction at 7:50AM
Saturday
BAPTISM - We welcome you and your child to our family through
the Sacrament of Baptism. Please contact the Parish Office for
information: 770-552-6400 Ext.. 6010 or gstorin@st-ann.org
RECONCILIATION - Saturday 3:00-3:45pm in reconciliation rooms or
by appointment.
FIRST PENANCE/FIRST EUCHARIST - Call the PSR Office Ext. 6039
MARRIAGE - Please contact the Parish Office for information on our
Marriage Preparation Program. Email weddings@st-ann.org or call Ext.
6010. All wedding details are on our website www.st-ann.org
NEW PARISHIONERS - You are most welcome to join our community.
To register, please come by the Parish Office or register after any
weekend Mass at our Welcome Desk or register online at st-ann.org
MOVING - Please call the Parish Office at 770-552-6400 Ext. 6001
PRAYER REQUESTS - Pastoral Care 770-552-6400 Ext. 6018
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm, Friday 9am-2pm
OUR PRIESTS AND DEACONS
PASTOR
Rev. Raymond Cadran, M.S. Ext. 6002 rcadranms@st-ann.org
SENIOR PRIEST
Rev. Joseph Aquino, M.S.
Ext. 6004 jgams@st-ann.org
ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Rev. John Gabriel, M.S.
Ext. 6021 jgabrielms@st-ann.org
Rev. Robert Zaw Lwin, M.S. Ext. 6005 robertms@st-ann.org
DEACONS
Deacon Thomas K. Badger
Deacon Edmund M. Grabowy
Deacon Bobby A. Jennings
Deacon J. Nicholas Morning
OUR STAFF
Parish Administrator		
Jim Herrel Ext. 6006
Adult Faith Formation
Ann Marie Martin Ext. 6026
Bulletin/Multimedia		
Graham Kuhn Ext. 6009
Director of Liturgy		
Deacon Keith Kolodziej Ext. 6024
Director of Music		
Ed Bolduc Ext. 6017
Dir. of Parish Engagement Christina Hood Ext. 6032
Dir. of Religious Education. Steve Botsford Ext. 6044
Facilities Manager		
Liam Farrelly Ext. 6014
Finance Office		
Dale Cox Ext. 6015
Parish Nurse/Pastoral Care Linda Walsh, RN Ext. 6019
Parish Office Manager
Linda Field Ext. 6011
Parish Office Receptionist
Teena Kay Ext. 6001
Parish Secretary		
Gail Storin Ext. 6010

St. Vincent de Paul Helpline Ext. 6105
Remaining Staff & Departments on our website:
www.st-ann.org (Our Staff)
Main Church Telephone Number 770-552-6400 + Ext. No.
Staff email: First initial + Last Name@st-ann.org

